Resistance and immunity of dogs against Babesia canis in an endemic area.
Canine babesiosis is increasing in incidence and prevalence in some areas in France and is now a major problem for dogs. Sex and age do not have any influence on the animals' susceptibility to the disease. Some breeds are more resistant (Beagle, Fox terrier, Porcelain, Teckel, mongrel dogs) and others are more susceptible (Spaniel, Cocker, Griffon, Yorkshire terrier, Doberman, Pekinese); however, none of them is completely resistant. Dogs which live in endemic areas can synthesize antibodies against Babesia canis, sometimes at high levels, without any sign of disease.